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SUBJECT;  Better  Answers  to  Objections  to  Having  Negro  Neighbors 

^ TO:  All  staff 

Pennsylvania  Human  Relations  Commission 

FROM;  Richard  B,  Anliot,  Director  of  Education 

liJilliam  M.  Cousins,  Director  of  Housing 
Pennsylvania  Human  Relations  Commission 
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As  requested  by  field  staff,  the  following  are  some  of  the  more  effective 
ansivers  to  objections  to  Negro  neighbors  that  have  been  suggested  in  the 
course  of  the  training  sessions  and  actual  programs  of  the  Commission’s 
discussion  program  "What  V/ill  You  Say  About  Having  Negro  Neighbors." 


A,  "Why  do  they  want  to  live  i\rhere  they’re  not  wanted?" 

1 , Negro  families  X'^ant  to  move  here  for  the  same  reasons 
we  moved  here, 

2,  Negro  parents  want  the  same  things  for  their  children 
as  other  parents,  i.e,,  a safe  place  for  the  kids  to 
play,  nice  plajmiates,  and  good  schools, 

3,  The  housing  in  the  Negro  neighborhood  is  usually  the 
least  desirable  housing  in  the  community. 

4,  Bujmjig  or  building  a house  in  a slum  is  not  a sound 
investment , 

5,  Like  us,  they  don’t  want  anybody  telling  them  where 
they  can  or  can  not  live. 


B.  "You  wait  and  see.  This  neighborhood  will  be  a slum  in  a couple 

years," 

1 . (Ansvjer  v/ith  facts  about  the  actual  family  moving  in. ) 

2.  Families  who  can  afford  our  houses  are  not  from  sliom 
homes, 

3.  People  of  the  same  income  take  care  of  their  property 
equally  well, 

4.  Anyone  ifno  can  afford  to  move  in  here  will  have  about 
the  same  income  to  maintain  their  property  as  we  do. 

5.  Negro  farrmlies  have  as  much  pride  in  ownership  as 
anyone  else, 

6.  Slum  dwellings  are  old  dwellings.  This  neighborhood 
is  not  that  old. 


7. 


With  zoning  and  other  laws,  we 
crowding  and  health  violations. 


can  prevent  over- 
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C.  "It  won’t  be  safe  to  walk  through  the  neighborhood  at  night." 

1 . (Answer  with  facts  about  the  actual  family  moving  in. ) 

2.  Crime  is  related  to  low  income  and  poor  social  conditions. 
Therefore , Negro  farailies  who  can  afford  our  housing  are 
no  more  apt  to  have  de3.inquent  children  than  we  are, 

3.  It  is  sliam  conditions  that  breed  crime;  this  neighborhood 
is  no  sl\im. 

4.  So  long  as  vie  insist  on  adequate  police  protection, 
crime  can  be  controlled, 

D.  "If  we  let  one  Negro  move  in,  pretty  soon  the  neighborhood  vm.ll  be 

overrun. " 

1,  No  one  can  move  in  unless  someone  decides  to  move  out, 

2.  There  are  not  that  many  Negro  families  who  can  afford 
to  pay  the  prices  our  homes  are  worth, 

3.  Fevf  of  the  Negro  farrilies  who  can  afford  o’or  homes 
want  to  be  pioneers. 

4,  As  more  housing  is  made  available  to  Negroes,  fewer 
Negro  families  will  be  interested  in  moving  into  a 
particular  neighborhood, 

S,  "The  property  values  of  our  homes  Vv'-ill  go  to  pot," 

1 , It  mostly  depends  on  whether  we  panic  and  all  try 
to  sell  our  homes  at  once.  Rushirig  to  sell  our 
homes  before  anybody  else  may  require  accepting 
less  for  our  property  than  it  is  worth, 

2,  Studies  have  shovm  it  is  not  true  that  Negroes  moving 
into  a neighborhood  need  necessarily  lower  the 
property  value  of  our  homes,  A study  of  10,000  real 
estate  sales  in  7 cities  over  a 12-year  period  found 
that  35%  of  the  homes  in  iiterracial  neighborhoods 
sold  for  the  sane  or  higher  prices  than  similar  homes 
in  all-white  neighborhoods, 

3,  Each  day  more  and  more  people  are  accepting  the  idea 
of  living  in  interracial  neighborhoods,  and,  there- 
fore, are  less  concerned  about  the  race  of  their 
neighbors, 

F.  "What  will  my  friends  think  if  I live  v;ith  Negroes?" 

1 , Row  do  you  knov\r  that  your  friends  would  object? 

Have  they  said  so? 
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The  nev;  neighbor  is  apt  to  have  about  the  same 
income  and  education  as  we  do. 
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3.  Most  friends  accept  differences  of  opinion  and 
conviction  with  their  friends, 

4.  Experience  has  shown  that  most  people  ^^fill  not 
sacrifice  friendships  over  a disagree.nent , 

5.  Are  you  going  to  let  your  friends  dictate  how  you 
shall  live? 

6.  Knowing  that  one  is  living  true  to  one's  highest  moral 
convictions  is  more  important  than  knowing  some  friends 
may  disapprove, 

G,  "Mould  you  want  your  daughter  to  niarry  a Negro?" 

1.  One  doesn’t  have  to  favor  interracial  marriage  to 
favor  equal  opportunity  in  housing,  etc, 

2.  Me  live  in  neighborhoods  with  lots  of  people  v/e  don’t 
want  our  children  to  marrg,'-, 

3.  I don’t  want  my  daughter  to  marry  someone  of  a 
different  religious  faith  either,  but  this  doesn’t 
justify  segregation. 

4.  No  one  can  force  my  daughter  to  marry  them  against 
her  wdll  or  against  her  parents  ’ v^ill  while  she  is 
a minor, 

5.  Marriage  across  racial  lines  will  continue  to  be  rare, 
because  neither  whites  nor  Negroes  want  it. 
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